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Senior Capstone Proposal 

 

 (1.) I, Angel Serrano, undergraduate student with the California State University of 

Monterey Bay, am conducting my senior capstone paper as a Human Communications major 

with a concentration in Pre-Law. (2.) My final project is going to examine the issue of crime in 

the future with an emphasis at what the future of the correctional system will look like. I have 

selected this topic because I have already started my career in law enforcement and I hope to 

continue working in the field. This topic is where my passions lie, I find it interesting, and I hope 

to gain a better understanding on what is going to await me in the future (with this career 

choice). 

 (3.) My senior capstone focuses on the issues that are going to face the entire population 

of Earth in the year 2050. With the world’s population expected to increase to the Earth’s 

maximum capacity, one very important aspect of human behavior should not be overlooked. My 

project is to analyze the trends in crime and the correctional system in the future in the US. With 

the human population growing at an alarming rate, crime rates may also change sympathetically 

and reflect the instability that could be fatal to the world’s population. I will factor in the larger 

population of the future and make inferences as to what the main topics/categories of crime will 

be more prevalent than others in and how this effects the correctional system in 2050. (4.) With 

this project, I hope to accomplish three things. One is to educate myself and prepare myself for 

the continuation of my law enforcement career. I wish to be more prepared for the future so that I 

can better adapt and serve my community. Two, I hope to be able to inform my peers so that I 

can increase their awareness and education, but also allow them to facilitate the important 

changes needed to combat these issues to insure a better public safety for the future. Three, I 
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hope to ultimately be able to do what I can to improve the world and the future with what I will 

gain from this project. 

 (5.) My capstone’s working title will be, The Key to Unlocking Public Safety: How Mass 

Incarceration Needs to Change. This title is based on the fundamentals of law enforcement and 

have public safety as its key focus, yet it also takes a pre-emptive look into the future to better try 

to prepare the population.  

 (6.) In the year 2050, the human population is expected to be rising and reaching critical 

capacity. The Earth’s natural resources are slowly drying up. Class disparity is increasing and 

there is unrest across the world. Corruption, poverty, suffering, unrest and discomfort could be 

the future of the world. While the population rises, the incidents of crime will likely rise as well. 

As the global population rises, crime and incarceration will be more common. Crime will vary 

among demographics and locations. The correctional system will directly reflect the condition 

that the United States is in. I firmly believe that crime will never outlast public safety. The 

correctional/incarceration system will always remain as an entity whether the future is dystopic 

or utopic, but at what level and techniques it will approach these new elements is unknown until 

that time, or we take a closer look at it. 

 (7.) For this project, I am going to be relying heavily on my passions for the subject of 

public safety. While I am passionate about this subject, I am going to be as unbiased and 

objective as I can be to get the most informative outcome for this assignment. Additionally, I am 

going to use my network. I will be using my personal experiences and professional education to 

assist me with this project. As always, I will also be relying on my support group and community 

to help me with this assignment. Members of this community may include professors, 

instructors, police chiefs, police officers, law enforcement supervisors, and even the general 
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public/members of the local community. I intend to use government statistics, contemporary new 

sources (such as Vice), text books, scholarly articles, and interviews with some of the members 

of the above stated groups.  

 (8/9.) I intend to have a historical overview of incarceration and the correctional system 

within the United States. From there, I will create a frame work of what the project/paper will 

look like (an outline/ two weeks). I will spend another two weeks on gathering credible sources, 

interviews, opinions and etc.. After approximately four weeks after submitting this proposal, I 

will be able to start organizing my research in the form of a paper. A first draft will be ready by 

approximately 5 weeks after this proposal is due. My first draft should be completed by the 8th 

day of pro seminar. I will be able to edit this project at least two more complete times before the 

second peer review session. 
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The Key to Unlocking Public Safety: How Mass Incarceration Needs to Change 

 

 

 In the year 2050, the state of the world will have changed and humans on earth will be 

unresolved crises facing us as a society and species. Safety will be one of the many issues that 

humans will be faced with in the year 2050. The issue of public safety in the United States is one 

of great complexity and public policies in the United States have lead us to tout incarceration as 

a critical component to ensuring public safety. If we incarcerate all the “bad” people, the country 

will be a safer place. Right? The United States is the world leader in mass incarceration. What 

makes the United States different from other countries is the alarming rate of incarceration 

compared to the size of its population and the rate of crime when compared to all countries, 

developed and developing. If the rates of mass incarceration continue to rise at the rate that they 

historically have, mass incarceration will have devastating effects on the United States, other 

allied countries and the entire world. In the year 2050, the population of incarcerated individuals 

will be at an all-time high if we continue this trajectory. 

 In July 14, 2015, former President Barak Obama made a striking speech at a National 

Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) conference. 

   “The United States is home to 5 percent of the world’s population, but 25 percent 

  of the world’s prisoners.  Think about that.  Our incarceration rate is four times  

  higher than China’s.  We keep more people behind bars than the top 35 European  

  countries combined.  And it hasn’t always been the case -- this huge explosion in  

  incarceration rates.  In 1980, there were 500,000 people behind bars in America -- 

  half a million people in 1980 (White House Archives).”  

 

In 2015, when President Obama made this speech, the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) had the 

numbers to shock the world in their annual publication, Correctional Populations In the United 
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States, 2015. When President Obama made this speech, they estimated that, “About 1 in 37 

adults (or 2.7% of adults in the United States) was under some form of correctional supervision 

at yearend 2015.” The total population within the correctional system in the United States at the 

time of the speech made was about 6,824,700 (BJS, 2015). This number included the community 

supervision population of 4,650,900 people on probation and parole, and the incarcerated 

population of 2,173,800.  

 At the time this research paper was written, an organization that goes by the name the 

Prison Policy Initiative published the most accurate statistics on incarcerated individuals. In their 

article titled Mass Incarceration: The Whole Pie 2018, the statistics are shocking and show the 

impact, magnitude and prevalence of incarceration in the United States.  

  “The American criminal justice system holds almost 2.3 million people in 1,719  

  state prisons, 102 federal prisons, 1,852 juvenile correctional facilities, 3,163  

  local jails, and 80 Indian Country jails as well as in military prisons, immigration  

  detention facilities, civil commitment centers, state psychiatric hospitals, and  

  prisons in the U.S. territories (prisonpolicy.org).” 

These numbers are staggering: 2.3 million people are “locked away” in the United Sates alone. 

And what is even more shocking is the number of people that are on community supervision 

(probation, parole, etc.) as an extension of this system, to help alleviate overcrowding of all the 

above mentioned facilities.  

 To better analyze incarceration, the definitions, terms, purpose and reasoning to it needs 

to be examined first. BJS defines all levels of incarceration differently. Jails are a  

  “short-term facilities that are usually administered by a local law enforcement  

  agency and that are intended for adults but sometimes hold juveniles before or  

  after adjudication. Jail inmates usually have a sentence of less than 1 year or are  

  being held pending a trial, awaiting sentencing, or awaiting transfer to other  

  facilities after a conviction.”  
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Prisons are the upper level of the correctional echelon. Compared to jail facilities. “Prisons are 

longer-term facilities owned by a state or by the federal government. Prisons typically hold 

felons and persons with sentences of more than a year; however, the sentence length may vary by 

state.” Prisons come under different jurisdiction levels of government. There are federal prisons, 

state prisons and private prisons. Private prisons are run for profit and are often contracted out by 

state governments or by the Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP). Depending on local, state and 

federal legislation, jails will house a large number of individuals that are either coming from 

prison or going to prison. “Parole refers to criminal offenders who are conditionally released 

from prison to serve the remaining portion of their sentence in the community (BJS).” Probation 

is another common facet of corrections and “refers to adult offenders whom courts place on 

supervision in the community through a probation agency, generally in lieu of incarceration.” 

Parole is most commonly imposed after serving a prison sentence. Probation is similar in that it 

can be had after time served or can skip serving time in jail and go back into the community. 

Prisons are where the serious offenders go to serve out their sentences. Jail is where lesser 

offenders serve their time. Occasionally, prisons will move portions of their populations to jails 

to continue their sentences. Parole and probation offenders may not even have to be behind bars. 

Here lies one of the first issues with incarceration. These inconsistencies are difficult to discern. 

Hardened felons could be serving time in local jail instead of prisons as they were designated to 

and many individuals could be on parole or probation but are still out in the community while 

still being part of the correctional population.  

 The purpose of the criminal justice and correctional system is to separate those 

individuals that our society has deemed as a danger or a hinderance. While the process on how 

and why we get to make those decisions is very lengthy, and forever in progress, the concept and 
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root are the same. Simply put, the “system” is designed to remove those individuals, to punish 

them and to rehabilitate them before releasing them back into society, if so eligible. Just like any 

other formal system implemented into a society, the criminal justice and correctional systems 

have their strong points and their weaknesses. 

 While crime and punishment have been a fundamental component of any society that has 

ever existed, the United States is the current global anomaly in incarceration. To truly understand 

the anomaly that the United States has become regarding incarceration, the history of 

incarceration in the United States needs to be examined. The patterns of incarceration practices 

and philosophies have shifted and evolved into what they are now.  

 The large rise in the incarcerated population began in the United States with the Nixon 

presidency. While campaigning for President of the United States in 1968, Richard Nixon made 

a vow early on to tackle the difficult aspect of crime in the country. BJS published a bulletin 

titled (Bulletin) Prisoners 1925-81 in 1982, stating the total populations of American prisoners of 

this time. “The 1968 prison population was 188,000 and the incarceration rate was the lowest 

since the late 1920’s (page 1).” The United States Census Bureau estimated that in 1968, the total 

Unites States population was 200,248,000 (page 5). In 1968, with the total population being 

200,248,000 and with 188,000 Americans being incarcerated, this was said to be the lowest ratio 

since the 1920’s. 

  In June of 1971, President Nixon revealed his way to address crime in the United States. 

He declared “a war on drugs” for the first time. At this point in the United States, the main drug 

to combat was marijuana while there were other substances that were prevalent and would come 

more directly under the scope of law and scrutiny later on in history. From this moment on, the 

Unites States would never be the same. The book The Growth of Incarceration in the United 
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States: Exploring Causes and Consequences, written by Jeremy Travis states it simply. “In 1973, 

after 50 years of stability, the rate of incarceration in the United States began a sustained period 

of growth. In 1972, 161 U.S. residents were incarcerated in prisons and jails per 100,000 

population […]. (page 33).” This is where the war on drugs officially starts taking its toll. The 

ratio of incarcerated Americans, 161 incarcerated to every 100,000 of the population, starts to 

increase alarmingly to this present day. “The imprisonment rate grew rapidly and continuously 

from 1972, increasing annually by 6 to 8 percent through 2000. (page 34)” In exactly 28 years, 

the number of incarcerated Americans increased by 6-8 percent every single year. 

 Moving to the next decade, the prison population doubled at the start of the 1980’s. The 

BJS bulletin shows that in 1980, the total number of incarcerated Americans was 315,974 (page 

2). In 1981, Ronald Reagan was sworn into the White House as the President of the United 

States where he served two terms that encompassed the decade of the 80’s. President Regan 

would continue former President Nixon’s war on drugs where he would push for “zero 

tolerance” and a “get tough on drugs” attitude. This aggressive outlook on enforcement fed into 

the already gathering momentum of the rising incarceration numbers. Regan fought the drug war 

on the home front and continued his predecessor’s work by targeting the citizen users and home 

suppliers instead of the foreign suppliers. In this era, the drug focused on the most was crack 

cocaine. The crack cocaine epidemic followed. This era was also known for the large disparity 

between the legislative issues with targeting these drug users. Specifically, the difference 

between powder cocaine users and rock cocaine users. There were different sentencing 

requirements for these two drug forms although they were essentially the same drug. Much more 

aggressive and lengthy sentences were giver for those that used crack cocaine compared to the 

powder cocaine users. This selective difference led to the so called “targeting” of a specific 
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socioeconomic class within the Unites States. However, the criminal justice system was able to 

lock away many more people regardless of their race, gender, class, religion, socioeconomic 

class and other factors/demographics. At the end of the 1980’s, BJS estimates that there was a 

total of 5,135,100 Americans in the correctional system in 1989 (Community supervision and 

incarcerated populations). 

  The 1990’s also saw a continuing rise of the incarcerated population. At the 

beginning, BJS estimates that it fluctuated from approximately 5,499,000 (community 

supervision and incarcerated) in the year 1990, to 8,259,400 in 1999 (community supervision and 

incarcerated). These numbers are shocking. They reflect the considerable continuation of the 

already high number of people in the system. 

 In 2015, when president Barak Obama made that speech to the NAACP, BJS estimated 

that there were approximately 8,915,200 (community supervision and incarcerated) Americans 

that were currently within the correctional system of the United States. While the sheer amount 

of numbers that are related to the correctional population, comparing it to the actual population 

of the United States makes it even more stark. The Unites States Census Bureau calculated the 

Monthly Population Estimates for the United States: April 1, 2010 to December 1, 2018 and 

found that there were approximately 312,039,839 residents in the United States for the month of 

July, when Obama spoke the NAACP convention. His math was right. And what makes matters 

worse, is that this rise in population is very apparent and consistent. With the population of the 

United States increasing to a much larger number in the year 2050, this will be even more 

alarming. The United States Census published a document called United States Population 

Projections: 2000 to 2050. In this document they project the possible total population of 

Americans in the year 2050. “Under the assumption of a high level of net international 
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migration, the population is expected to grow to 458 million by 2050 (page 2).” This projection 

is the one that accounts for the highest possible amount of change in the year 2050 and it 

includes migration from other countries to the U.S.. The population would be anywhere from 

423 (Low Net International Migration) million, 399 million (maintained constant level net 

international migration), or 323 million (Zero Net International Migration). While the population 

could be around any one of those figures one thing is constant, the rising population in the 

United States. This rising population will also increase the number of Americans and other 

international citizens being incarcerated in the United States. 

 Even if the percentage of American’s that were being incarcerated in 2015 was 

equivalent to the percentage that Obama mentioned at the time of that speech, the number of 

incarcerated people in the future would be considerably larger. The approximation of 2.7% of the 

United States population in 2050 would be a staggering number. Assuming we take the census 

provided population estimate of 458 million in the year 2050, 2.7% of that number would equal 

12,366,000 individuals involved in the correctional system. What would the world look like if 

we were to have twice the amount of people incarcerated and on supervised release, just in the 

United States alone? 

 While there are many studies that document the trends and historical changes in the 

correctional system, data, studies and predictions for the future are difficult to anticipate. This is 

primarily because the future is a highly variable and can behold endless possibilities. It is 

impossible to say what will be the future of the correctional system, the judicial system, law 

enforcement, crime and the mindset of all American citizens. Most of these figures, predictions 

and calculations are based of the historical data of the United States and show a continual rise 

that makes us the world leader among all other countries regarding incarceration. With the 
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advancement of technology, policies, forward thinking legislation, policy reform, concerned 

citizens and activists, the future of incarceration in the United States could look completely 

different. 

 The real question is why is incarceration not the answer? If the overall cost and issues are 

so high, something must be wrong with our current system. While this could very well be true, 

there is no instantaneous or easy fix in sight. The criminal justice system in the United States has 

been created with a disproportional amount of focus on the incarceration of its criminals (or 

those it chooses are criminals). From there, these Americans go into a system based off 

punishment and rehabilitation, where it is arguable that they are being or attempted to be 

rehabilitated. There are many issues to why Americans are being locked up or processed through 

the correctional system. What is endemic to the large numbers of Americans being “locked 

away” or being “separated from society” are a great deal of costs. Yes, the sheer dollar amount is 

staggering and is accompanied by an equally staggering cost of the lives of those incarcerated. 

There are also the uncalculatable costs that accompany removing members of our society 

permanently or temporarily. 

 The high costs with incarceration are staggering. The amount of resources that are 

allocated just for the correctional system in the United States is a major obstacle for other 

potential improvements. In the book Incarceration Nation by Peter K. Enns, the author 

highlights the steep expenditures that are associated with this system.  

  “[…] it costs a lot to keep one out of every thirty-three adults under the   

  supervision of the criminal justice system. The BJS estimates that in 2008,  

  federal, state, and local governments spent almost $250 billion for police,   

  corrections, and judicial activities (page 5).” 
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Since the system is responsible to address crime, reduce it and fix the problems, the correctional 

system is a largely intertwined with all other facets of law enforcement. To fully grasp the 

complexity and monumental amount of expenditure, the total cost is “about 40 percent of the 

total US national defense budget […] (page 5).”  

 One very notable study attempted to calculate the entire cost of crime and how it effects 

our society. In an article titled The Cost of Crime to Society: New Crime-Specific Estimates for 

Policy and Program Evaluation,” authors Kathryn E. McCollister, Michael French and Hai 

Fang, gather evidence from other studies and attempt to make precise predictions on the damage 

crime has on society within the Unites States.  

  “Crime generates substantial costs to society at individual, community, and  

  national levels. In the United States, more than 23 million criminal offenses were  

  committed in 2007, resulting in approximately $15 billion in economic losses to  

  the victims and $179 billion in government expenditures on police protection,  

  judicial and legal activities, and corrections (page 2).” 

 

This study used statistics to break down the total cost of crime to society in four ways. “Victim 

costs” came directly from the victim of the original crime and included medical costs, lost 

earnings and property loss/damage costs. “Criminal justice system costs” ranged from local, state 

and federal government costs that include police protection, legal and adjudication services and 

correctional programs (including incarceration). Another factor was “crime career costs” which 

gauges the cost of society when the subject choses criminal activity over legal and productive 

activities. Lastly, there are the “intangible costs.” The costs were considered the losses suffered 

by the victims which included pain and suffering, decreased quality of life and psychological 

distress. The study found that in 2008, the mean value of total costs for murder was $8,982,907 

with a range of $4,114,677 to $11,350,687. For rape and sexual assaults, the mean value of total 
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costs was $240,776, with a range of $80,403 to $369,739. For robbery the mean value was 

$42,310, with a range value of $18,591 to $280,237. Residential burglary had a mean value of 

$6,462, with a range value of $1,974 to $30,197. And stolen property had a mean value of 

$7,974, with a range value of $151 to $22,739. These numbers calculated the individual costs of 

each crime and the ripples of this crime through society. From the damage of the property, to the 

arrest, to the legal trial of the subject, to the punitive measures taken against the subject, 

including the suffering of the victim and the loss of productivity in society. 

 While this study is incredibly thorough and groundbreaking, it does have its flaws. One 

of the flaws is that the calculations were was created from older data. Additionally, they only had 

data and projections for a handful of crimes, and not all the crimes. This presents issues with 

predicting an accurate window of future crimes and the cost of crimes. While these predictions 

may be the best that could possibly be made, they do not truly represent the total cost of crime 

and the cost of the damage to society. While the dollar signs and total costs of crime are 

shocking, the future costs would be even more surprising. Factor in the rising population of 2050 

and the likely rising correctional system population, and it will be even more monumental. While 

this study presents the cold hard facts of crime and society in the Unties States, it also prevents 

some information that could hopefully augment these statistics in the future. The prime reason 

this study was created was to help organizations assess statistics and better formulate or augment 

programs that could directly or indirectly reduce crime.  

  “Substance abuse treatment is one example of an intervention that not only has  

  the potential to improve individual lives through recovery from addiction but also  

  may generate significant economic benefits to society by reducing addition- 

  related crime (page 2).” 
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This study states there is a strong correlation between crime and drug use and provides a specific 

facet of crime to attack pre-emptively and reduce the overall cost to society. “U.S. statistics show 

that more than 50% of the state and federal inmates used drugs in the month prior to committing 

the offenses for which they were incarcerated and that more than a quarter of all offenders were 

using drugs at the time of their offense (page 2).” Drug use has a strong correlation with crime 

and its costs to our overall society. If funds that go the expensive and costly correctional system 

could be invested in programs that assisted individuals with drug issues, there could be a large 

reduction in cost and crime overall. When looking to the future, a pre-emptive strike against 

crime could be achievable by taking money that would be spent regardless on the correctional 

system and working to reduce the amount of crime, loss to society, loss of funds, and decrease 

the number of individuals caught up in the correctional system. 

 While analyzing the total system of incarceration in the United States, there are two 

possible pathways for the reduction of the cost and damage of the system. The first major 

solution is returning to prioritize the rehabilitation of the individuals enveloped in the system. 

Incarceration institutions have had these goals for years and there is evidence that institutions 

have implemented these strategies for years. In the book Understanding Mass Incarceration: A 

People’s Guide to the Key Civil Rights Struggle of Our Time, the author dedicates an entire 

chapter to “the death of rehabilitation.” The goal of the modern-day incarceration system was to 

remove individuals that society deems a danger. Society collectively sets parameters for 

individuals that pose a safety concern to them, separates them and eventually starts to rehabilitate 

the dangerous behavior to amend and correct it, and then re-introduces those individuals back 

into society. The book mentions early incarceration as a form of religious penance. “The first 

prison to attempt rehabilitation was the Walnut Street Jail built by the Quakers in Philadelphia in 
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1790. The Quakers believed that rehabilitation would occur through silent, solitary reflection, so 

everyone in jail remained in solitary confinement. The idea was one of seeking penitence 

(sincere and humble regret for one’s own misdeeds) (page 91).” And from this form of 

penitence, the modern word penitentiary was born. Ironically, modern-day incarceration has 

come full circle and has reverted to a more “confinement” based approach. 

 The underlying goal of the modern rehabilitation process was to expose those 

individuals/prisoners to programs that would ultimately allow them to eventually be a productive 

member of society. The ideal evolution of an individual would go from one that participated in 

criminal activities and careers to an individual that had a paying job, paid taxes, participated in 

the community and maintained a family. Incarceration facilities began to remove these programs 

with the intent to become more cost effective. Additionally, many educational programs were cut 

because there was public backlash that prisoners were getting the opportunity to obtain an 

education (or other benefits/incentives) that many of the public were not getting.  “With the 

removal of rehabilitation as a goal, prisons and jails began to strip away programs that used to 

help prisoners to improve their education, gain access to job training, or enhance their social 

skills (page 93).” Institutions began to remove the options for prisoners to improve themselves 

and incarceration turned into more of a confinement-based approach where prisons “began 

simply ‘warehousing’ people, offering minimal activities and leaving prisoners to spend much of 

their time idle in cells or yards (page 930).” Additionally, probation and parole were also part of 

the rehabilitation system where officers could ease their clients back into society. This facet of 

the system also changed with more of a focus on catching their clients in violations rather than 

assisting them with the transition. The historical trend has been that institutions are making 

changes that hurt themselves. By limiting or completely dissolving programs that focus on the 
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rehabilitation of its prisoners, these institutions usually will see many return convicts. “[…] more 

than two-thirds of those who left from prison in 2005 were rearrested within three years. More 

than three-quarters were rearrested within five years (page 91).” While rehabilitation is not the 

end all be all answer or reason why there are high recidivism rates, it is one obstacle in the path 

of alleviating the high rates of incarceration. 

 Another major pathway that could help reduce the overall impact of crime and 

incarceration in the United States is drug reform. From changing the legalities of drug 

consumption and use, to cutting down sentencing for drug convictions, to simplifying the ease of 

access to drug rehabilitation programs, the incarceration system in the United States would 

greatly benefit from these changes. Referring to the before-mentioned article The Cost of Crime 

to Society, there is a large correlation with crime and drug use that should be addressed. “[…] 

more than 50% of the state and federal inmates used drugs in the month prior to committing the 

offenses for which they were incarcerated and that more than a quarter of all offenders were 

using drugs at the time of their offense (page2).” By addressing the fact that drug use is majorly 

correlated to crime and incarceration statistics, progress towards changing the incarceration 

system and the economic imprint can be altered. 

 Another change to the correctional system would be to abolish the death penalty. Capital 

punishment is a high-profile penalty for the crimes committed. While opinions whether the death 

penalty should be allowed in states changes, all states view the death penalty differently. There 

are still many states that opt to use methods that are barbaric and inhumane. Some of these 

examples still include firing squads, death by hanging or the electric chair. To make things more 

confusing, the trials often related with this punishment are long and costly. The length and cost 

also affect housing in facilities and accrue the costs of supervision, food, insurance and etcetera. 
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BJS has the figures related to capital punishment in the year 2013, titled Capital Punishment, 

2013 Statistical Tables. By the year 2013, there was a grand total of 2,979 inmates that had death 

sentences in the United States. Out of that total number, 83 were sentenced in the year of 2013. 

While the death sentence carries the feeling of an end befalling a convict by execution, that is 

often not the case. After waiting months or years to receive the death penalty, it is very common 

for inmates to continue waiting. They can spend more months and years waiting and even then, 

they may not have the demise that they were sentenced. Between the years of 1974 and 2013, of 

the total (2,979) inmates sentenced to death in the 35 states that allow the death penalty, the 

death penalty does not mean death immediately. Some inmates would wait from a low average of 

8.2 years (Delaware) to a high 18.4 years (Tennessee) under the death sentence. From the years 

of 1974 to 2013, BJS calculated the total number of inmates sentenced to death was 8,466. Of 

those inmates, 1,359 were executed. The remaining 7,107 inmates met different ends, with most 

of them having their convictions or sentences overturned. Others met a different demise such as 

suicide, homicide, succumbing to an illness and other circumstances. Others are still waiting. 

With the amount of money, time and other resources spent on a specific conviction that does not 

deliver what its name implies, it seems that it does not work. And why should we press for the 

ultimate and most permanent conviction when it is based on a system that is flawed? The judicial 

system is not perfect and has many elements of human error in it. Abolishing the death penalty 

would save the United States a large amount of money, it would also free up room in jails, 

prisons and relieve pressure from the judicial system, correctional officers, and all other 

personnel related to the upkeep and supervision of inmates. All these resources that are currently 

not being used to their full potential, could be turned around and spent on preventative programs 

to reduce recidivism and other pathways. 
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 With so many issues regarding incarceration, it would appear necessary to make the 

required fixes to limit the overwhelming issues that incarceration will continue to bring in the 

future. Whether the future in regard to the current overwhelming issues with our correctional 

system is dystopic or utopic, it is impossible to say. While no concrete prediction for 

incarceration, crime and the changing trends that will happen, one thing is certain. Incarceration 

and the system that revolves around it needs to be overhauled. The current system affects 

millions of people in the Unties States and has changed millions of people throughout the course 

of history. The majority of these effects are negative. The effects can include monetary 

expenditures that drain the national budget. A major loss of productivity in society and a 

decrease in faith and trust towards a very important aspect of our society. The creation of 

recidivism and a return to a perpetual cycle of incarceration. In the year 2050, there will be much 

more on the world’s plate than the how many people are incarcerated in the United States. And 

while we housed 25% of the world’s prisoner population in 2015, reducing that number to better 

allocate our resources will better prepare us for what the future holds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Serrano 20 
 

 

 

 

 

Annotated Bibliography 

 

“Bureau of Justice Statistics: All Terms and Definitions.” Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS), Last 

 revised on,  20 Feb. 2018,  www.bjs.gov/index.cfm?ty=tda  

 The Bureau of Justice (BJS) is the primary agency in charge of keeping and maintaining 

the over all statistics of the judicial system in the United States. With this specific article, I was 

able to explain all the terms used by BJS. This article was the foundation of my argument. It is 

essential that these terms are broken down by the actual agency that records them, so the reader 

knows exactly what I am referring to. Without knowing exactly what each term means, it would 

be impossible to proceed without confusing the writer or the reader. 

“Bulletin: Prisoners 1925-81.” Department of Justice Statistics, Dec. 1982. 

 This source was a bulletin created that mentioned the statistics and demographic 

information from prisoners in the United States. This time period was considered to include the 

relatively stable era of the Unites States history and showed the gradual increase of incarcerated 

individuals. This source is important because it highlights a major change that occurred within 

the United States. 

http://www.bjs.gov/index.cfm?ty=tda


 
 

Serrano 21 
 

Enns, Peter K. Incarceration Nation: How the United States Became the Most Punitive 

 Democracy in the World. Cambridge University Press, 2016. 

 This source lent its historical expertise with the incarceration system and also contributed 

greatly with the use of its graphs and statistics. I emphasized the use of the statistics for the cost 

of incarceration within the United States. The book highlights the magnitude of expenditure that 

the incarceration system in the United States poses. It also compared it to other budgets within 

the US. 

Kaeble, Danielle, and Lauren E. Glaze. “Correctional Population in the United States, 2015.” 

 Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS), www.bjs.gov/index.cfm?ty=pbdetail&iid=5870. 

 This article was a crucial introduction to the essay. This article gave all the statistics 

related to the incarceration/correctional system within the United States for the year of 2015. 

This article was crucial because there were many older statistics, research articles and books, but 

this article was one of the most recent and potent for my argument. Drawing on the most recent 

statistics, I was able to portray exactly how large the correctional system spans to this day. 

Kilgore, James William. Understanding Mass Incarceration: A People's Guide to the Key Civil 

 Rights Struggle of Our Time. New Press, The, 2015. 

 This book was a condensed and simple version of an entire outline of the issues the 

incarceration system poses to the United States. It was a systematic introduction and breakdown 

that was simple to read and understand. I drew heavily from this book in regard to the authors 

ideas, arguments and statistics on the rehabilitation process of the incarceration system. This 

author highlights “the death of rehabilitation” in the incarceration system and implies that the US 

will benefit greatly with the return of this incarceration fundamental. 

http://www.bjs.gov/index.cfm?ty=pbdetail&iid=5870


 
 

Serrano 22 
 

McCollister, Kathryn E., et al. “The Cost of Crime to Society: New Crime-Specific Estimates for 

 Policy and Program Evaluation.” Drug and Alcohol Dependence, U.S. National Library 

 of Medicine, 1 Apr. 2010, www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2835847/. 

 This article was one of the most dynamic sources that I used for this assignment. This 

article was instrumental with showing the monetary cost of crime in the United States. The cost 

of crime in the United States is highly important to my argument because crime directly impacts 

the citizens of the US as well as the correctional system. This article does an amazing feat which 

is systematically break down many crimes that are prevalent in the US and give them a specific 

dollar amount related to the damage done to property, loss of life, injury, loss of productivity and 

more.  

Ortman, Jennifer M., and Christine E. Guarneri. “United States Population Projections:  2000 

 to 2050.” Census.org, United States Census Bureau, 

 census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/working-papers/2009/demo/us-pop-proj-2000-

 2050/analytical-document09.pdf. 

 This article relates to the population projections that the Untied States Census has created 

for the future, including the target date of 2050. This article is essential to my essay because it 

shows what the population could look like in the future. It is very difficult to predict what the 

future of the correctional system or crime will look like in the year 2050. The most accurate 

window for understanding the possibilities of the future was to approximate with the estimates 

the Census Bureau has created and show them in combination with current crime rates and 

correctional populations.   

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2835847/


 
 

Serrano 23 
 

Snell, Tracy L. “Capital Punishment, 2013 Statistical Tables.” Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS), 

 19 Dec. 2014, www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/cp13st.pdf. 

 This article shows the data and details for one of the most recent years available, in 

regard to capital punishment. Capital punishment is a single specific facet of the 

correctional/incarceration system that poses issues and inconsistencies. Highlighting this form of 

punishment allows me to dissect the cost, impact and reasons for having it in the first place. 

Statistical Abstract of the United States, 1968. U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 

  

The White House. “Remarks by the President at the NAACP Conference.” National Archives 

 and Records  Administration, National Archives and Records Administration, 14 July 

 2015, obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2015/07/14/remarks-president-

 naacp-conference. 

 This quote was one of the most powerful, recent and relevant quotes that I could find that 

pertained to my subject. This quote highlights a key speech made by an important US public 

figure that explains the magnitude of the correctional system in the US. This quote inspires 

reflection and debate about the subject and leads into the discussion of the topic. Additionally,  

Travis, Jeremy, et al. The Growth of Incarceration in the United States: Exploring Causes and 

 Consequences. The National Academies Press, 2014. 

 This source assists with a historical overview of incarceration in the United States. This 

source talks about the time when the population of incarcerated individuals was low. It mentions 

http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/cp13st.pdf


 
 

Serrano 24 
 

the amount of stability that there was before the large increase in the population throughout the 

years. 

US Census Bureau. “Data.” Monthly Population Estimates for the United States: April 1, 2010 to 

 December 1, 2018,  www.census.gov/data/datasets/2017/demo/popest/state-total.html. 

 This article was used to hone in on the exact population in the years between 2010 and 

2018, with an emphasis on 2015. This article helped bolster other points that were made 

regarding the prisoner population by comparing it to the over all population and demographic 

info of 2015. 

Wagner, Peter, and Wendy Sawyer. “Mass Incarceration: The Whole Pie 2018.” Prison Policy 

 Initiative, 14 Mar. 2018, www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2018.html. 

 The PrisonPolicy.org provides statistics that are essential to the argument of the essay. 

They are the most current data points for the year 2018. Having accurate statistics are important 

to this essay because many of the other available data points provide a more historical view of 

the correctional system. With the accurate and new statistics this organization provides, it will be 

able to make estimations into the future of the US and incarceration. 

  

http://www.census.gov/data/datasets/2017/demo/popest/state-total.html
http://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2018.html


 
 

Serrano 25 
 

Final Synthesis Essay 

 

 The experience of the Human Communications senior capstone seminar for Spring 2018 

was life changing. The experience of completing this symbolic requirement was the ideal 

finishing piece of the college experience. Also, the theme for my specific class, “The year 2050,” 

was also very inspirational, informative, thought provoking and relevant for an important final 

class. 

 On a personal level, I feel that I did bring important ideas to the class. As an individual, I 

was never afraid to speak my mind and give an honest opinion or my perspective on an idea. I 

felt that it was incredibly important for me to add my points of view to the conversation because 

it encouraged other students to do the same. This dynamic provided a very honest and thoughtful 

discussion which I really appreciated. I felt that because I was very honest with the class, other 

individuals also chose to be transparent and honest about their opinions. This was inspiring 

because it created a better bond between class mates. The dynamic and layout inside the class 

room was also set up for this. The classroom was arranged in a circle which encouraged a peer-

to-peer style discussion, and the fact that out professor/administrator also took up a seat in this 

circle added to that dynamic. This class felt more like a discussion amongst mature individuals 

rather than a classroom full of students staring at a lecturer that is behind a podium. 

 Working in the classroom was also essential to the completion of the senior seminar. 

There were many ways we had to work collaboratively. This first example of working 

collaboratively with other students was when we had to facilitate the reading discussions. This 

involved directly working with at least one other partner to divide the work load, understand it 
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and then teach the class about it. This requirement of the class made us divide ourselves into 

groups and present a group discussion that required everyone to do their part within the group. 

Additionally, another form of collaboration was being prepared when there was a group 

presenting a discussion. As members of this class, we had a duty to come prepared with the 

reading done and notes/questions prepared for a group’s discussion. We could simply not let a 

group present to the class for an entire hour. We had to help the group presenting by contributing 

to their discussion/lecture. This was done by responding to questions that the group gave or by 

presenting your own. Another important form of collaboration in the senior capstone class was 

peer review of our work. From the early days of the class and the proposals and ideas of our 

projects, to the final reviews of our posters, collaboration with other classmates was essential. 

 My senior project has given me many more insights to my senior seminar’s theme of “the 

year 2050.” From the start of the class to the end, countless ideas, perspectives, and issues were 

raised and discussed that involved the future. The introduction of the class was made by reading 

The Future in Plain Sight and Trees on Mars. These books raised the issues that the world may 

(will probably) face in the future. They provided theories and then backed them up with 

examples, scenarios, historical occurrences and statistics. These text books facilitated the 

discussion of these topics and also allowed for clarification on these subjects. 

 My specific senior project appealed to me on all levels after having participated in several 

class discussions and completing several required reading sections. I chose a topic that I would 

find interesting on a personal level, but I also chose my topic because I believed it was an 

appropriate topic after being exposed to many of the readings and discussions in class. One of 

the main reasons why I chose this specific topic was because I am very interested in the criminal 

justice field. I have been studying and interested in this field for years. I chose my topic of 
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incarceration and public safety in the future because I wanted to learn more about the topic and 

be better informed so that I could teach others. I knew that a relevant topic to my interests would 

be important for many reasons. One reason was that I already knew a bit about my topic, having 

studied and worked in fields that are exposed to the criminal justice system. Another reason, and 

the most profound, was that I wish to work in a field in criminal justice. I placed a high amount 

of value in this reason because I know that as a participant in this system, I can make changes in 

the community and the world. I highlighted an area that I believed could be improved because I 

wish to actually make changes to it. Additionally, after researching this topic thoroughly I 

realized that this topic effects all Americans in the United States, and not just those that are 

involved in the criminal justice system. My topic investigated a system that requires a lot of 

resources to continue running the way it does. My research informed me that this system has 

been running poorly and that all the resources given to it could potentially be spent elsewhere or 

in a better manner. 

 I believe my senior project met the requirements of my senior seminar. I chose a topic 

that was relevant and congruent with the theme which was analyzing the future of the 

correctional system in the future, the year 2050. I claim that our current criminal justice and 

correctional system have been on a path that will not be sustainable in the future. I delve into the 

history of my subject and provide statistics and arguments that bolster my opinion that a future 

continuing this path will lead to instability. I use United States government statistics, articles 

websites for data that was as relevant as possible. I then compared those statistics to systematic 

break-downs of the current system that is in place. By comparing the current system we have in 

place, I make arguments that show a correlation between our world and a possible dystopic 

future.  
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 I benefitted from this experience because I was able to choose a subject and explore it at 

my own free will. It allowed me to use my skills as an HCOM student and further investigate an 

issue in the world. I had to analyze critical arguments and weigh the validity of my sources. I had 

to use critical thinking to come up with arguments that supported my claim and that avoided 

fallacies. Additionally, I had to use my own skills, experiences and knowledge to complete this 

project. This project was relevant to me because I was able to choose a project that I was not 

only interested in, but something that I want to be a part of and improve. 
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Seeking Penitence 

By Angel Serrano 

 

 

 

Chains 

Bars 

Concrete 

Fences 

Barbed wire 

 

You are our dirty little secret 

Our big little secret 

2.3-million-person secret 

Not counting those of you among us… 

 

Why do we choose this design? 

Do we need to keep you away from us? 

Do you need help? 

How can we fix this? 

How can we fix you? 

How can we fix us? 

 

We all pay for suffering 

We all pay for crime 

Everyone feels the hurt 

 

Those 2.3 million are all people 
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Some are troubled 

Some can be helped 

We won’t know until we try 

But instead we lie and push for more boxes 

More boxes to hide more humans away 

 

This model is no model 

They say justice is blind 

Clearly justice has not seen how many are locked up 

With the key thrown away 

 

I wonder what Justice would think 

If it could see how many dollars it wastes 

How many people it cripples 

 

So for now we will sit 

And think about what we have done 

In solitude and silence 

Seeking penitence for what we have done 

And maybe one day we will have forgiveness 

And realize that we are all one 

And Justice will take of its blindfold and see us for who we really are 

A human family  

 

 

Afterword: 

This poem was created with inspiration from this research assignment for Professor D. Busman’s 

creative writing class (HCOM 330). 
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Angel Ivan Serrano 

303 Estrella Avenue, Watsonville CA 95076 (831) 713-0626 aserrano831@gmail.com 

 

 

Objective 

 

I am seeking to grow and advance as a member of the local community.  

 

 

Skills 

 

• I am a strong communicator. I can communicate well with the public, customers, co-

workers, and employers in both English and Spanish 

• I am dedicated to improving myself and continuously developing professionally and 

personally 

• I can work independently, in a team work setting and/or as a leader 

• I have a very strong work ethic and idealize a no job too small or too big mentality 

 

 

Experience 

 

03/2014 to present, Santa Cruz Seaside Company Santa Cruz, CA 

Security personnel 

Positions/Promotions/Specialized Assignments: 

03/2014 to 04/2015 Security Officer (unarmed) 

04/2015 to 03/2016 Security Investigator/Officer 

03/2016 to 12/2017 Security Investigator/Armed Officer 

09/2016 to present Security Department Glock Armorer 
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11/2016 to present Field Training Officer (FTO) 

12/2017 to present Security Corporal Supervisor 

 

• In charge of guest and public safety on Seaside Company properties. 

• Information source for guests and the public. 

• Enforce Company policies and California penal codes on Seaside Company properties, as 

part of a team. 

• Provide service to thousands of guests per day in a fast paced and stressful environment. 

• Perform duties as officer in charge/watch commander in charge of managing security 

staff 

• Security Investigator duties: In charge of following-up with patrol cases. Handling 

confidential information regarding business within the SCSC and outside of it. In field 

surveillance and patrol/law enforcement assistance. 

• Security Glock Armorer duties: In charge of maintenance and upkeep of all SCSC issued 

Glock pistols. Ensuring that department issued tools are in exceptional condition. 

• Security Field Training Officer: In charge of assisting new Security Officers transition 

from the Security Academy to routine patrol. Teaching and grading new patrol officers 

the policies, procedures and proper execution of all security related tasks within the scope 

of employment under the SCSC. 

• Security Corporal: Managing and supervising patrol staff. Ensuring that all patrol duties 

are being carried out successfully and professionally. Correcting and approving patrol 

reports in an efficient and timely manner. Assisting, facilitating and assigning calls for 

service from all departments within the SCSC and assisting outside agencies. 

 

03/2015 to 07/2015, Santa Cruz Sheriff’s Office Santa Cruz, CA 

Sheriff’s Volunteer 

• Carry out assigned, diverse duties, including administrative and security checks. 

• Interact with the public, volunteers and Sheriff’s office employees. 

 

04/2013 to present, The Marine Mammal Center (Monterey Bay Operations) Moss Landing, Ca 

Rescue Volunteer 

• Care for sick and injured marine animals. 

• Serve on the rescue and rehabilitation team. 

• Conduct record keeping and office/equipment maintenance. 
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03/2013 to 8/2016, First Alarm Security and Patrol Aptos, CA 

Security Guard 

• Ensure the safety of private property and the public. 

• Required to operate and maintain company vehicles and property. 

• Maintain positive relations with merchants, co-workers, law enforcement and the public. 

11/2010 to 02/2013, Mountain Mikes Pizza Capitola, CA 

Delivery Driver 

• Fast paced food prep/cook line. 

• Managed cash register and food orders. 

• Required to maintain cleanliness in facilities. 

 

 

Education 

 

California State University Monterey Bay, Seaside, California 

• BA degree in Human Communication with a concentration in Pre-Law in progress 

(graduation in May 2018) 

Cabrillo College, Aptos, CA 

• AS degree in Liberal Arts 06/26/2015 

Aptos High School /OASIS High School, Aptos, CA 

• High School Diploma 2009 

 

 

Awards and Certificates 

• Communication Award from Cabrillo College 

• CPR and Basic Life Support from the Red Cross (expiration 3/2020) 

• Certified Glock Armorer 
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